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Advanced Tensiometer
Problem
INEEL’s Radioactive Waste Management Complex (RWMC) Remediation project needed
to calibrate models that predict the movement of water and contaminants through
subsurface soil.

Baseline Technology
Mechanical tensiometers.

Innovative Technology
The Advanced Tensiometer uses an electronic pressure sensor to determine soil tension.

Comparison
The Advanced Tensiometer can be deployed at any depth, unlike mechanical tensiometers
that can only be used in shallow soil layers.

Benefits
This sensor enabled the project to obtain data required to calibrate models of water and
contaminant movement in the Subsurface Disposal Area and underlying geophysical
features.
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